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Music and song are integral threads in the intricate tapestry of Palestinian
culture, weaving together a vibrant narrative of history, tradition, and
resilience. This book delves into the rich and diverse realm of Palestinian
music, tracing its evolution from ancient origins to contemporary
expressions.

The Roots of Palestinian Music
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Instruments of Palestinian Music

Palestinian music is characterized by a wide range of traditional
instruments, many of which have been played for centuries. The oud, a
stringed instrument with a pear-shaped body, is one of the most iconic
instruments in Palestinian music. Other commonly used instruments
include the ganun, a trapezoidal zither with multiple strings; the mijwiz, a
double-reed instrument similar to the oboe; and the darbuka, a goblet-
shaped hand drum.
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Genres of Palestinian Music

Palestinian music encompasses a diverse array of genres, each with its
own distinct characteristics. Dabke, a traditional folk dance accompanied
by music, is a popular form of expression that often celebrates weddings,
festivals, and national events. Other genres include zajal, a type of sung
poetry often performed in competitions; mawwal, a genre of vocal
improvisation that often expresses themes of love, loss, and longing; and
nasheed, a form of religious music often performed in mosques and during
religious ceremonies.

Palestinian Music in the Diaspora

Contemporary Palestinian Music

In recent years, Palestinian music has experienced a resurgence in
popularity. A new generation of musicians is experimenting with traditional
genres, incorporating modern influences and addressing contemporary
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social and political issues in their lyrics. Palestinian music has also gained
international recognition, with artists such as Omar Souleyman, Reem
Kelani, and Ramy Essam performing to audiences around the world.

The music and song of Palestine are a vibrant and enduring expression of
a resilient people. From its ancient origins to its contemporary
manifestations, Palestinian music carries the stories, emotions, and
aspirations of a nation. This book offers a comprehensive exploration of this
rich cultural heritage, providing a deeper understanding of the unique and
captivating world of Palestinian music.
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