
Tragedy: The Greeks and Us

Tragedy is one of the most enduring themes in human culture. From the
ancient Greeks to Shakespeare to modern cinema, stories of tragic heroes
have captivated audiences for centuries. But what is tragedy, and why does
it continue to resonate with us today?
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In Tragedy: The Greeks and Us, acclaimed classicist Simon Goldhill offers
a fresh and thought-provoking perspective on this timeless theme. Drawing
on a wide range of sources, from ancient Greek drama to contemporary
film, Goldhill argues that tragedy is not simply a matter of misfortune or
suffering. Rather, it is a complex and multifaceted phenomenon that can
offer us profound insights into the human condition.

Goldhill begins by exploring the origins of tragedy in ancient Greece. He
shows how the early Greek tragedians, such as Sophocles, Aeschylus, and
Euripides, used their plays to grapple with some of the most fundamental
questions of human existence: the nature of good and evil, the limits of
human freedom, and the role of fate in our lives.

Goldhill then traces the development of tragedy from its ancient Greek
roots to its modern incarnations in film, literature, and theater. He argues
that tragedy has remained relevant throughout the centuries because it
speaks to our deepest fears and hopes. It reminds us of our own mortality,
but it also offers us a glimpse of our own potential for greatness.
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In a time when the world seems increasingly complex and uncertain,
Tragedy: The Greeks and Us is a timely and important book. Goldhill's
insights into the nature of tragedy can help us to better understand
ourselves and our world. They can also inspire us to face our own
challenges with courage and resilience.

Reviews

“ "A brilliant and original exploration of tragedy, from its
origins in ancient Greece to its enduring relevance in our own
time. Goldhill offers a fresh and thought-provoking perspective
on one of the most enduring themes in human culture."
—The New York Times”

“ "Goldhill's book is a must-read for anyone interested in
tragedy. It is a sweeping and profound exploration of the
nature of this timeless theme, and it offers a fresh and thought-
provoking perspective on its enduring relevance in our own
time."
—The Guardian”

“ "Tragedy: The Greeks and Us is a brilliant and original work
of scholarship. Goldhill offers a fresh and thought-provoking
perspective on one of the most enduring themes in human
culture. This book is a must-read for anyone interested in



tragedy, and it is sure to spark a lively debate among scholars
and general readers alike."
—The Times Literary Supplement”

About the Author

Simon Goldhill is a classicist and the author of several books, including
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