
Orson Welles' The War of the Worlds: The
Radio Broadcast That Changed America
On October 30, 1938, Orson Welles' radio broadcast of The War of the
Worlds sent America into a panic. The story, about an alien invasion of
Earth, was so realistic that many people believed it was real. The broadcast
caused widespread chaos and panic, and it is still considered one of the
most influential moments in radio history.

Welles was a young actor and director when he decided to adapt H.G.
Wells' novel The War of the Worlds for radio. He wanted to create a
broadcast that would be both suspenseful and realistic. Welles and his
team spent weeks researching the novel and developing a script. They also
worked closely with sound effects engineers to create realistic sound
effects that would make the broadcast seem even more real.
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The broadcast began at 8:00 p.m. on October 30, 1938. Welles introduced
the program as a news bulletin, and he used a series of realistic sound
effects to create the illusion that an alien invasion was actually happening.
The broadcast caused widespread panic. People called the police, the
military, and the radio station. Some people even fled their homes in fear.

The panic caused by the broadcast was so widespread that Welles and his
team were forced to interrupt the broadcast and announce that it was a
hoax. However, the damage had already been done. The broadcast had
caused widespread fear and anxiety, and it had damaged the credibility of
the radio as a source of news.

The War of the Worlds broadcast is still considered one of the most
influential moments in radio history. It is a reminder of the power of the
media to shape public opinion and to cause widespread panic.

The Aftermath of the Broadcast

The War of the Worlds broadcast had a profound impact on American
society. It led to a number of changes in the way that radio was regulated,
and it also raised questions about the responsibility of the media.

In the aftermath of the broadcast, the Federal Communications
Commission (FCC) issued a new set of regulations for radio broadcasters.
These regulations required broadcasters to clearly identify any fictional
programs as such. They also prohibited broadcasters from using sound
effects that could be mistaken for real news.

The War of the Worlds broadcast also led to a debate about the
responsibility of the media. Some people argued that the media has a



responsibility to be accurate and responsible in its reporting. Others argued
that the media has a right to freedom of speech, even if that means
broadcasting controversial or unpopular opinions.

The debate about the responsibility of the media continues today. The War
of the Worlds broadcast is a reminder of the power of the media to shape
public opinion and to cause widespread panic. It is also a reminder of the
importance of critical thinking and media literacy.

The Legacy of Orson Welles

Orson Welles is one of the most influential figures in American history. His
work in radio, film, and theater has had a profound impact on American
culture. Welles was a visionary artist who was always pushing the
boundaries of what was possible. He was a master of suspense and
atmosphere, and his work is still studied and admired today.

The War of the Worlds broadcast is one of Welles' most famous works. It is
a reminder of his genius as a storyteller and his ability to create a sense of
realism and suspense. The broadcast is also a reminder of the power of the
media and the importance of critical thinking.

Orson Welles died in 1985, but his legacy lives on. His work continues to
inspire and entertain audiences around the world. The War of the Worlds
broadcast is a testament to Welles' genius and his enduring impact on
American culture.

Orson Welles' The War of the Worlds is a classic work of American
literature and broadcasting. It is a suspenseful and thrilling story that has



captivated audiences for generations. The broadcast also serves as a
reminder of the power of the media and the importance of critical thinking.

If you have never seen or heard The War of the Worlds, I encourage you to
check it out. It is a truly unique and unforgettable experience.

Further Reading

The Museum of Hoaxes: The War of the Worlds Radio Broadcast
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