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In Natural Rights and the New Republicanism, historian James Oakes
argues that the Founders did not believe in the natural rights of all men, but
only in the rights of property owners. This radical new interpretation of
American history has profound implications for our understanding of the
present and future of the republic.

Oakes's book is based on a close reading of the writings of the Founders,
particularly those of John Locke, Thomas Jefferson, and James Madison.
He shows that these men were not egalitarians, but rather believed that
only those who owned property had a natural right to participate in
government.

This view was rooted in the Founders' belief that property ownership was
essential for the preservation of liberty. They argued that only those who
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had a stake in society would be willing to defend it against threats from
both foreign and domestic enemies.

Oakes's book is a timely and important contribution to our understanding of
American history. It challenges the conventional wisdom about the founding
of the United States and offers a new perspective on the present and future
of the republic.

The Founders' View of Natural Rights

The Founders believed that all men were created equal and that they had
certain unalienable rights, including the rights to life, liberty, and property.
However, they did not believe that these rights were absolute. They
believed that the government had a legitimate interest in protecting the
rights of property owners, and that this interest could sometimes justify
limiting the rights of others.

For example, the Founders believed that the government could legitimately
tax property owners in Free Download to fund public goods and services.
They also believed that the government could regulate property use in Free
Download to protect the environment and public health.

The Founders' view of natural rights was not static. It evolved over time as
the United States grew and changed. In the early days of the republic, the
Founders were more willing to limit the rights of others in Free Download to
protect the rights of property owners. However, as the country became
more democratic, the Founders became more egalitarian in their views.

The New Republicanism



The New Republicanism is a political philosophy that emerged in the United
States in the late 19th and early 20th centuries. It was based on the belief
that the government had a responsibility to protect the social and economic
rights of all citizens, not just property owners.

The New Republicans argued that the free market economy was not self-
regulating and that it led to the concentration of wealth and power in the
hands of a few. They believed that the government needed to intervene in
the economy in Free Download to ensure that all citizens had a fair chance
to succeed.

The New Republicans also supported a number of social welfare programs,
such as social security, unemployment insurance, and public education.
They believed that these programs were essential for protecting the rights
of all citizens, regardless of their wealth or social status.

The Legacy of Natural Rights

The legacy of natural rights is complex and controversial. Some people
argue that natural rights are a universal and immutable truth, while others
argue that they are simply a social construct. Regardless of one's views on
the nature of natural rights, there is no doubt that they have played a
significant role in the history of the United States.

The Founders' belief in natural rights led them to create a government that
was based on the consent of the governed. They also believed that the
government had a duty to protect the rights of all citizens, not just property
owners.



The New Republicans expanded on the Founders' legacy by arguing that
the government had a responsibility to protect the social and economic
rights of all citizens. They believed that these rights were essential for
ensuring that all citizens had a fair chance to succeed.

The legacy of natural rights is still being debated today. Some people argue
that the government should do more to protect the rights of all citizens,
while others argue that the government should limit its role in society.

Natural Rights and the New Republicanism is a thought-provoking and
important book that challenges the conventional wisdom about the founding
of the United States. It offers a new perspective on the present and future
of the republic and is sure to spark a debate among historians and political
scientists for years to come.
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