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Delving into the Post-Soviet Security Landscape

The dissolution of the Soviet Union in 1991 marked a profound geopolitical
shift, leaving a void in Eastern Europe that sparked complex security
dilemmas. David Haglund's 'NATO Eastern Dilemmas' offers an insightful
exploration into the challenges faced by the North Atlantic Treaty
Organization (NATO) in navigating this transformed security landscape.

Haglund's analysis centers on the Baltic States (Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania)
and Central Eastern Europe (CEE),regions that have grappled with the dual
dynamics of integration with Western institutions and proximity to Russia, a
resurgent power seeking to reassert its influence.

Examining NATO's Role
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The author meticulously examines NATO's multifaceted role in this dynamic
environment. He explores the alliance's efforts to provide security
guarantees to its new members, deter potential aggression, and promote
democratic stability. Haglund also sheds light on the challenges inherent in
balancing these objectives with the need to maintain constructive relations
with Russia, a crucial player in the region.

Haglund argues that NATO's expansion has been a stabilizing force in
Eastern Europe, providing reassurance to member states and deterring
potential threats. However, he also acknowledges the concerns raised by
Russia, which views NATO enlargement as a threat to its national security.

Geopolitical Tensions

The book delves into the geopolitical tensions that have shaped the post-
Soviet security environment. Haglund discusses the ongoing conflict in
Ukraine, the annexation of Crimea by Russia, and the implications for
regional security. He also examines the role of non-state actors, such as
separatist groups and cybercriminals, in exacerbating these tensions.

Haglund's analysis is enriched by his extensive research and personal
interviews with key policymakers and security experts. He provides a
balanced and nuanced perspective, acknowledging both the opportunities
and challenges facing NATO in the post-Soviet era.

Impact and Significance

'NATO Eastern Dilemmas' is a timely and essential contribution to the study
of post-Soviet security. It provides a comprehensive understanding of the
complex challenges facing NATO and offers valuable insights for
policymakers and scholars alike. Haglund's work enhances our



understanding of the geopolitical dynamics shaping Eastern Europe and
emphasizes the need for continued dialogue and cooperation to ensure
regional stability.

Ultimately, David Haglund's 'NATO Eastern Dilemmas' is a compelling read
for anyone interested in the intricate web of security issues facing the post-
Soviet world. It is a work that will undoubtedly become a reference point for
future research and policymaking in this crucial region.
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Author Biography

David Haglund is a Professor of Political Science and International Affairs
at the George Washington University Elliott School of International Affairs.
He is an expert on post-Soviet security issues and has written extensively
on NATO and the Baltic States.
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