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Excel Lookup Functions are indispensable tools for data retrieval and
analysis in spreadsheets. They allow you to quickly and easily find and
extract specific information from a large dataset, saving you countless
hours of manual searching and data manipulation.

In this comprehensive guide, we will delve into the world of Excel Lookup
Functions, exploring the most commonly used functions such as
VLOOKUP, HLOOKUP, and XLOOKUP. We will provide step-by-step
instructions, real-world examples, and advanced techniques to help you
master these functions and unlock their full potential.

VLOOKUP: The Versatile Lookup Function
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VLOOKUP is the most versatile and widely used Lookup Function in Excel.
It allows you to search for a specific value in a specified column (known as
the lookup column) and then return a corresponding value from another
column in the same row.

The syntax of VLOOKUP is as follows:

VLOOKUP(lookup_value, table_array, col_index_num,

[range_lookup])

lookup_value: The value you want to search for in the lookup column.

table_array: The range of cells that contains the lookup column and
the data you want to retrieve.

col_index_num: The column number from the table_array that
contains the data you want to retrieve.
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range_lookup: An optional argument that specifies whether you want
an exact match (FALSE) or an approximate match (TRUE).

HLOOKUP: Searching Horizontally

HLOOKUP is similar to VLOOKUP, but it searches for a specific value in a
specified row (known as the lookup row) and then returns a corresponding
value from another row in the same column.

The syntax of HLOOKUP is as follows:

HLOOKUP(lookup_value, table_array, row_index_num,

[range_lookup])

lookup_value: The value you want to search for in the lookup row.
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table_array: The range of cells that contains the lookup row and the
data you want to retrieve.

row_index_num: The row number from the table_array that contains
the data you want to retrieve.

range_lookup: An optional argument that specifies whether you want
an exact match (FALSE) or an approximate match (TRUE).

XLOOKUP: The Modern Lookup Function

XLOOKUP is the latest addition to the Excel Lookup Functions family. It
combines the functionality of VLOOKUP and HLOOKUP into a single, more
powerful function. XLOOKUP allows you to search for a value in a specified
column or row and then return a corresponding value from another column
or row.
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The syntax of XLOOKUP is as follows:

XLOOKUP(lookup_value, lookup_array, return_array,

[if_not_found], [match_mode], [search_mode])

lookup_value: The value you want to search for in the lookup_array.

lookup_array: The range of cells that contains the lookup_value.

return_array: The range of cells that contains the data you want to
retrieve.

if_not_found: An optional argument that specifies the value to be
returned if the lookup_value is not found.

match_mode: An optional argument that specifies the match
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