
Linguistic Disobedience: Restoring Power to
Civic Language
In a world where language is increasingly used to divide and control,
Linguistic Disobedience: Restoring Power to Civic Language offers a
powerful antidote. This groundbreaking book argues that we must reclaim
the power of language to create a more just and equitable society.
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Author J.R. Rickli draws on decades of experience as a linguist and activist
to show how language can be used to both oppress and empower. He
argues that linguistic disobedience is a necessary tool for resisting
oppression and creating change.

Linguistic Disobedience is a must-read for anyone who cares about the
power of language. It is a timely and important book that offers a path
forward to a more just and equitable world.
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What is Linguistic Disobedience?

Linguistic disobedience is the act of using language in ways that challenge
the status quo. It can be used to resist oppression, create change, and
build community. Linguistic disobedience is often used by marginalized
groups to challenge the dominant narrative and assert their own voices.

There are many different ways to practice linguistic disobedience. Some
common examples include:

Using inclusive language

Reclaiming slurs

Speaking out against hate speech

Creating new words and phrases

Using language to disrupt the status quo

Why is Linguistic Disobedience Important?

Linguistic disobedience is important because it allows us to challenge the
status quo and create change. It is a powerful tool for resisting oppression
and building a more just and equitable world.

There are many reasons why linguistic disobedience is important. Here are
just a few:

It allows us to challenge the status quo. Language is a powerful tool
that can be used to shape our thoughts and opinions. By using
language in new and creative ways, we can challenge the dominant
narrative and create space for new ideas.



It creates change. Linguistic disobedience can be used to create
change in the world. By speaking out against injustice and oppression,
we can help to raise awareness and build momentum for change.

It builds community. Linguistic disobedience can help to build
community by creating a space where people can come together and
share their experiences. By using language to connect with others, we
can create a sense of belonging and solidarity.

How Can I Practice Linguistic Disobedience?

There are many different ways to practice linguistic disobedience. Here are
a few tips:

Start by listening. Pay attention to the language that you and others
use. Notice the ways in which language can be used to exclude,
marginalize, and oppress.

Challenge the status quo. Don't be afraid to speak out against
injustice and oppression. Use your voice to challenge the dominant
narrative and create space for new ideas.

Be creative. There are many different ways to practice linguistic
disobedience. Be creative and find ways to use language to challenge
the status quo and create change.

Linguistic disobedience is a powerful tool that can be used to challenge the
status quo and create change. It is a necessary tool for resisting
oppression and building a more just and equitable world.

If you want to learn more about linguistic disobedience, I encourage you to
read Linguistic Disobedience: Restoring Power to Civic Language by J.R.



Rickli. This groundbreaking book provides a comprehensive overview of
linguistic disobedience and offers a path forward to a more just and
equitable world.

Together, we can use the power of language to create a better world for all.
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