
Intellectuals And The Path To Rome: An
Exploration of Faith, Culture, and Conversion
in the 20th Century

In the 20th century, a remarkable number of intellectuals, writers, and
artists converted to Catholicism. This phenomenon has been the subject of
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much speculation and debate, with some arguing that it was a sign of the
Church's renewed vitality, while others saw it as a symptom of the decline
of secularism.
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In his book Intellectuals and the Path to Rome, George Weigel explores the
lives and conversions of some of the most prominent intellectuals who
converted to Catholicism in the 20th century. He argues that these
conversions were not simply a matter of personal piety, but were also a
response to the intellectual and cultural challenges of the time.

Weigel begins by discussing the rise of secularism in the 19th century. He
argues that secularism led to a decline in the belief in God and the
supernatural, and that this decline had a profound impact on the way that
intellectuals thought about the world.

In the 20th century, however, a number of intellectuals began to question
the assumptions of secularism. They were drawn to Catholicism by its
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emphasis on the transcendent, its commitment to reason, and its rich
cultural heritage.

Weigel discusses the conversions of a number of prominent intellectuals,
including G.K. Chesterton, T.S. Eliot, Evelyn Waugh, and Flannery
O'Connor. He shows how these intellectuals were drawn to Catholicism by
its intellectual and cultural richness, and how their conversions had a
profound impact on their work.

Weigel concludes by arguing that the conversions of these intellectuals
were a sign of the Church's renewed vitality. He argues that Catholicism is
a faith that is capable of meeting the intellectual and cultural challenges of
the modern world, and that it is a faith that is attracting a new generation of
intellectuals.

The Rise of Secularism

In the 19th century, the rise of secularism led to a decline in the belief in
God and the supernatural. This decline had a profound impact on the way
that intellectuals thought about the world.

Secularism is the belief that the world is self-sufficient and that there is no
need for God or the supernatural. Secularists argue that science can
explain everything that we need to know about the world, and that religion
is simply a matter of personal opinion.

The rise of secularism in the 19th century was due to a number of factors,
including the rise of science, the decline of traditional authority, and the
growth of individualism.



The rise of science led to a decline in the belief in God because it provided
a natural explanation for many things that had previously been attributed to
God. For example, science could explain the origin of the universe, the
development of life, and the workings of the human body.

The decline of traditional authority also contributed to the rise of
secularism. In the past, people had relied on the authority of the Church
and the state to tell them what to believe. However, in the 19th century,
these traditional authorities began to lose their power.

The growth of individualism also contributed to the rise of secularism. In the
past, people had been more likely to conform to the beliefs of their
community. However, in the 19th century, people began to place more
emphasis on their own individual beliefs and experiences.

The Intellectuals' Response to Secularism

In the 20th century, a number of intellectuals began to question the
assumptions of secularism. They were drawn to Catholicism by its
emphasis on the transcendent, its commitment to reason, and its rich
cultural heritage.

One of the most prominent intellectuals who converted to Catholicism in the
20th century was G.K. Chesterton. Chesterton was a brilliant writer and
thinker who was known for his wit and his incisive social commentary. He
converted to Catholicism in 1922, and his conversion had a profound
impact on his work.

In his book Orthodoxy, Chesterton argues that Christianity is the only
religion that can provide a rational explanation for the world. He argues that



the world is not self-sufficient, but is created by God. He also argues that
Christianity is not simply a matter of personal opinion, but is a revealed
religion that is based on the teachings of Jesus Christ.

Another prominent intellectual who converted to Catholicism in the 20th
century was T.S. Eliot. Eliot was a poet and critic who is considered one of
the most important figures in 20th-century literature. He converted to
Catholicism in 1927, and his conversion had a profound impact on his
work.

In his poem "The Waste Land," Eliot depicts a world that is spiritually
bankrupt. He argues that the only way to escape from this spiritual
wasteland is to embrace Christianity.

Evelyn Waugh was a novelist who converted to Catholicism in 1930.
Waugh is best known for his satirical novels, which often lampooned the
upper classes. However, he also wrote a number of serious novels about
the Catholic faith.

In his novel Brideshead Revisited, Waugh tells the story of a young man
who is drawn to Catholicism by its beauty and its truth. The novel is a
powerful exploration of the Catholic faith, and it is considered one of the
great novels of the 20th century.

Flannery O'Connor was a short story writer and novelist who converted to
Catholicism in 1945. O'Connor is known for her darkly humorous stories
about the American South. However, she also wrote a number of stories
about the Catholic faith.



In her story "The Displaced Person," O'Connor tells the story of a young
woman who is drawn to Catholicism by its mystery and its power. The story
is a powerful exploration of the Catholic faith, and it is considered one of
the great short stories of the 20th century.

The conversions of these intellectuals were a sign of the Church's renewed
vitality. They showed that Catholicism is a faith that is capable of meeting
the intellectual and cultural challenges of the modern world, and that it is a
faith that is attracting a new generation of intellectuals.

Today, the Catholic Church is facing new challenges. However, the Church
has a rich history of adapting to change, and it is confident that it will
continue to thrive in the 21st century.
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