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Aristotle and the Stoics: Proceedings of the Cambridge Philological Society
is a collection of essays that explore the relationship between the
philosophies of Aristotle and the Stoics. The essays in this volume examine
the ways in which the Stoics responded to Aristotle's ideas on a wide range
of topics, including metaphysics, ethics, and politics.
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The Stoics and Aristotle's Metaphysics

The Stoics were a group of philosophers who flourished in the Hellenistic
period. They were known for their emphasis on virtue and their belief that
the world is governed by a rational Free Download. The Stoics adopted
many of Aristotle's ideas about metaphysics, but they also developed their
own unique interpretations of these ideas.
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One of the most important ways in which the Stoics departed from
Aristotle's metaphysics was their rejection of Aristotle's theory of the four
causes. According to Aristotle, everything in the world is composed of four
causes: the material cause, the formal cause, the efficient cause, and the
final cause. The material cause is the matter out of which something is
made. The formal cause is the shape or structure of something. The
efficient cause is the agent that brings something into being. The final
cause is the purpose or goal of something.

The Stoics rejected Aristotle's theory of the four causes because they
believed that it was too deterministic. They argued that if everything in the
world is determined by its causes, then there is no room for human
freedom. The Stoics instead believed that the world is governed by a
rational Free Download, but they also believed that there is a degree of
randomness and unpredictability in the world. This allowed them to
reconcile their belief in a rational Free Download with their belief in human
freedom.

The Stoics and Aristotle's Ethics

The Stoics also adopted many of Aristotle's ideas about ethics, but they
also developed their own unique interpretations of these ideas. One of the
most important ways in which the Stoics departed from Aristotle's ethics
was their emphasis on virtue. Aristotle believed that virtue is a mean
between two extremes. For example, courage is a mean between
cowardice and rashness. The Stoics, on the other hand, believed that virtue
is a perfect state of character. They argued that a truly virtuous person is
someone who is completely free from all vices.



The Stoics also believed that virtue is the only good and that vice is the
only evil. They argued that all other things, such as wealth, health, and
pleasure, are indifferent. This is because these things are not essential for
happiness. A virtuous person can be happy even if they are poor, sick, or
tortured. Conversely, a vicious person cannot be happy, even if they are
rich, healthy, and pleasured.

The Stoics and Aristotle's Politics

The Stoics also adopted many of Aristotle's ideas about politics, but they
also developed their own unique interpretations of these ideas. One of the
most important ways in which the Stoics departed from Aristotle's politics
was their emphasis on cosmopolitanism. Aristotle believed that the best
form of government is an aristocracy, which is a government ruled by the
best and wisest citizens. The Stoics, on the other hand, believed that the
best form of government is a cosmopolitan society, which is a society in
which all people are equal and united under a common law.

The Stoics believed that cosmopolitanism is the best form of government
because it is the most just and equitable. They argued that all people are
equal in nature and that no one person or group of people has the right to
rule over others. The Stoics also believed that cosmopolitanism is the most
conducive to human happiness. They argued that a cosmopolitan society is
a society in which all people can live in peace and harmony.

Aristotle and the Stoics: Proceedings of the Cambridge Philological Society
is a valuable resource for anyone interested in the history of philosophy.
The essays in this volume provide a comprehensive overview of the
relationship between the philosophies of Aristotle and the Stoics. They also



offer new insights into the development of these two important
philosophical traditions.
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